Ae spo oe 
_ Bente ; ink a 


a Liaison Network 


2Gamm 


3 


Halebian/ Tt 


miget 


First Lady Takes 
On Tough Job 


(Continued from page 1) 


will develop a plan to reform our country’s 
health-care system. This is the first time 
a President has given his wife an official 
job in making plans for the country. 
_ Six members of the President’s Cabinet 
and several top presidential advisers are 
members of the group that Mrs. Clinton 
heads. The group will offer suggestions on 
how to cut the costs of medical care. The 
group will also offer suggestions on how to 
provide health insurance to all Americans, 
including the 40 million people who don't 
have health insurance. The group must 
give suggestions to the President by May. 
A federal law prevents a President from 
naming his wife to a paid government job. 
Mrs. Clinton will not be paid for her work. 
However, Mrs. Clinton is the first first 
lady to have an office in the West Wing of 


the White House. That is the section 


where the President and many of his 
important advisers have their offices. In 
the past, first ladies had offices in the 
Kast Wing—far away from where the 
President and his staff work. 

Mrs. Clinton continues to do many of the 
things that first ladies have always done. 
For example, she decides what foods to 
serve at important dinners, and she greets 
official guests. Many other first ladies 
have advised their husbands and sat in on 
meetings. But no first lady has had a job 
as important as solving one of the nation’s 
biggest problems. Mrs. Clinton is the first 
first lady to be officially recognized as a 
chief presidential adviser. 


bos | News Short | 


You could watch a movie through the Visortron. 


How would you like a movie theater [™ 


that you wear on your head? A new gad- 
get called a Visortron works like a VCR, 
but you wear it! 

The Visortron weighs less than a pound 


and straps onto your head with goggles. A : 


miniature videotape player connected to 
the goggles plays a movie on a tiny video- 
tape. The movie appears on two small 
video screens located in front of your eyes. 
You can hear the movie's sounds through 
earphones attached to the goggles. | 

Using the Visortron, you could watch 
movies on long bus trips, at the beach, or 
even while standing in line. You might also 
use the Visortron to play video games. 

A company in Japan is making the 
Visortron. The company will soon sell the 


Visortron in stores here in the United | 
States. . , 


- Health News | 


Why Do More 
Kids Have 
Asthma? 


heat. These airtight houses 
also trap pollutants, such 
as cigarette smoke and 
dust. Indoor air may be as 
much as ten times more 
polluted than outdoor air. 
What happens during an 
asthma attack? A person 
coughs, wheezes, and gasps 


ealth experts say about 
10 million Americans, 
including almost 3 million 
kids, suffer from asthma. 
That’s more kids than ever. 
Asthma is a serious illness 
that causes breathing prob- 
lems. Asthma now puts five 
times as many children 
into hospitals as it did 20 
years ago. 

Experts aren’t sure why 
the number of asthma 
cases is increasing. But 
they think pollution may 
be the cause. Pollution has 
increased both outdoors 
and indoors. Newer houses 
are designed to hold in 
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This diagram shows 
the respiratory 
system and what 
happens to 
bronchioles during 
an asthma attack. 
An asthma attack 


may be triggered by 
pollution, allergies, 
or exercise. “Nose 
Pharynx —— Mouth 
Tongue 
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for air because muscles in 
the air passages of the 
lungs tighten. The pas- 
sages become narrow and 
clogged with mucus. The 
person can’t get enough air 
into the lungs. 

People with asthma usu- 
ally take medicine to help 
keep their air passages 
open. They also learn to 
control asthma by avoiding 
substances that might trig- 
ger attacks. 


Bronchiole in 
Asthma Attack 


Bronchiole shrinks in width 
and becomes clogged with mucus. 
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Environment Feature 
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_If someone proposed build- 
ing a dam near your home, 
would you support the plan? 
It’s a tough question. 

Dams are built to stop 
river water from flowing in 
its normal direction. Dams 
send the water into storage 
areas called reservoirs. Water 
from reservoirs is used in 
businesses, in homes, and on 
farms. Dams also use the 
force of a river’s flow to make 
electricity. 


A Surging River 

_ The Glen Canyon Dam is 
in Arizona 50 miles north of 
the Grand Canyon. To make 
electricity, the Colorado 
River is held back at the dam 
many times each day. When 
the water is released, it 
enters a power plant. There, 
the surge of water turns wire 
coils in giant machines to 
create electricity. Then this 
water leaves the power plant 
and causes the river to rise 
by as much as 13 feet. Later, 
the water returns to its nor- 
mal level. 

The falling river water 
strands fish in shallow pools 
of water. The surging river 
water strips nutrients from 
the soil on riverbanks and 
beaches. Many native plants 
can no longer survive. 
Environmental groups 
want to limit the amount of 
water released at the dam. 


Fisherman George Nelson tries 


_ to catch trout near the Glen 
Canyon Dam. 


Help and Harm 


Trout are often trapped in pools of 
water made by the Colorado River's 
changing water levels. The water 
heats up in the sun, and the fish die. 


These groups say the envi- 
ronment will be better off if 


the river water rises only 
about 3 feet. 
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Harm to Salmon and Trout 

The Elwha Dam and the 
Glines Canyon Dam hold 
back the Elwha River in 
Washington State. These 
dams make electricity for a 
mill that makes paper. The 
dams have harmed species of 
salmon and trout that were 
once plentiful in the river. 
The dams have stopped fish _ 
from swimming to areas 
where they once laid eggs. 

Many Washington resi- 
dents are concerned about 
the salmon and trout. They 
are working with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service to 
have the dams removed. 
These people say that when 
the dams are gone, the habi- 
tat for salmon and trout will 
be restored. 
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A power plant on the Elwha 
River in Washington uses river 
water released by a dam to make 
electricity. I citi 
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| PHOTOS 


What are these 
: things? After you 
make your best 
guesses, check the 
~ answers below. 
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Cool People... 


Have you seen the new T'V series “Star Trek: 
Deep Space Nine”? The show is about a space sta- 
tion, and some of the characters are really out of 
this world! Security officer Odo is a male alien 
with a special ability. He’s called a shape shifter 
and so far he has changed into a rat, a table, a 
chair, and back into security officer Odo. In his 
natural state, Odo is like liquid gelatin. But at the 
space station, he takes on a human shape. 

Odo is played by Rene Auberjonois. Rene began 
acting when he was 16 years old. When his family 
moved to London, England, Rene kept acting. 

e returned to the United States and acted 
in many theater productions, TV shows, 
and movies. You might have seen him in 
the movie “Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered 
Country.” He liked the Star Trek movie 
role so much that he accepted an offer to 

join the new series. 

On the show, Rene’s character, Odo, 
tries to be a pretty strict guy. But 
Rene says that no matter what 
shape he takes, Odo has a great 
sense of humor! 


—Paramount Pictures Corporation 


Magic Square 
This is a magic 
4|9]2- square. If you 
add the numbers 
3|5|7 down, across, or 
diagonally, you 


will always get 
the same answer. 
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See if you can 
work out the 
numbers missin 
from this magic 
square. 


Sight Line 


ometimes your eyes can play tricks on 
you. Try this: 


Hold your left forefinger 6 inches in 
front of your nose. Now put your right 
| forefinger about 1 foot in front of your 
nose. 


What do you see with both eyes open? 
Close your right eye. What do you see 
now? Now open your right eye and close 
your left eye. What do you see? 


Can you explain why your fingers seem 
to change position if you close one eye? 


7 |) he Tallest Dams ~ 
This table gives the heights of some of the 

tallest dams in the United States. Study _... ; 

‘the table. Then answer the questions. oo nen 

1. The tallest dam is 

feet tall and was completed in 
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: 2 Three of the dams are in the 
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RECALL THE FACTS Underline the best ending for each statement. 
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